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and an influential jorunal1 even opened its lead-
ing columns to Baron d'Estournelles de Constant,
president of the French section of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union, who entreated the German
people to abandon the mistaken idea that the
King's policy had ever been antagonistic to
Germany. Of the meeting of King Edward and
the Emperor William at Kiel in 1904 the Baron
wrote:
I was at Kiel at that time, and no one en-
couraged me more than the King in my efforts
to demonstrate, after the reconciliation between
England and France, the possibility of a German-
French rapprochement on the basis   of   mutual
concessions, a rapprochement which   alone   can
relieve the world of the  burden  of  unceasing
armaments.   Far from watching these endeavours
with unfriendly eyes, the King supported them
with   sincere   cordiality,   and   with   his   unique
tact*   On the day when the Emperor and Count
Bulow   watched   the    course   of    the   regatta
with  him  on  board  his  yacht   " Victoria   and
Albert55 he steadily and openly encouraged me
in my efforts by attentions of every kind.    Nor
was the Emperor hostile.   To-day the conscience
of every one is shaken by the thought of the
catastrophes which   would be the consequence of
a European war.    The conscience of every one
deplores the increase of the sacrifice with which
this impossible struggle  is  being  prepared  for.
But the will of two men is not strong enough
to suspend the operation of past errors, even when
1 The " Berliner Tageblatt," May 20, 1910 (the day of the King's
funeral).